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NOTE ON PRIMATE COLTON'S VISITATION, AND ON NOTARIES PUBLIC. 



TO THE EDITOR OE THE ULSTER JOURNAL OP ARCHEOLOGY. 

Sir, — A trifling error has inadvertently crept into the translation of this highly interesting Re- 
cord, as giveu in your last Number. I allude to the passage at the close of the " Certificate" 
wherein the word " seal" is introduced. The words of the original Instrument, " signoque mm solito 
et assueto signavi" imply that the notary had signed it with his usual and accustomed sign. Seals, 
however, are not impressed upon, nor appended to, Notarial Certificates. 

I have examined three of these Notarial Certificates, — instruments analogous to the Record in ques- 
tion, which are deposited in the Exchequer Bscord Office, Four Courts, Dublin, — and send you fac- 
similes of the devices or " signs" which appear at the foot of each document. The notaries in these 
three instances, instead of the words "signoque meo solito et assueto," use the words " signoque et 
nomine meis solitis et consuetis signavi." 

No. 1 is the sign of Thomas Vale, clerk of the city of Waterford, and notary public by papal and 
imperial authorities. His Certificate commences with tho words " In Dei nomine amen." — " In the 
name of <M amen." His sign is placed at the foot of the instrument, and on the left hand side of 
the parchment, (in which situation the signs of notaries appear to have been always placed) and, upon 
one of the steps of the cross — if such it may be called — his name " T. Vale" is written. For the 
purpose of showing the character of the handwriting of this Record, fac-similes of the commencement 
beginning with the words "In Dei nomine amen;" and also of the words "Et ego, Thomas Vale 
clericus Waterfordensis" are given upon the accompanying drawing. The date of this instrument is 
is of the year 1482. 

No. 2 Is the sign of John Hiland, clerk of the diocese of Waterford, notary public by imperial au- 
thority. Within the circle of his monogram or sign are written the words " Qui vidit testimonium 
testium perhibuit veritatem." "He who has seen the testimony of the witnesses has aflirmed the 
truth." This sign is accompanied by a fac-simile of the words " Et Ego Johannes Hiland clericus 
Waterfordensis" appearing upon the original record. The date of this instrument is 1485. 

No. 3 Is the sign of William Fytz EHyse, clerk of the diocese of Ossory, public notary by apos- 
tolic authority. His name " W. Fytz Ellyse" appears in the shaft and foot of the sign, which is 
accompanied by a fac simile of the words, "EtEgo Willielmus Fitz Ellyse clericus Ossoriensis." 
The date of this document is 1448. 

No. 4. — The sign and signature of William Fludde, a notary public, are taken from the original 
Register of the Court of High Commission, which commenced its sittings at Kilmainham, near Dublin. 
On Thursday, the 19th day of October, 1570, and continued its duties until the year 1573 } of which 
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court William Fludde was Register. The words which appear to the left of his naiue and sign are 
" Registratum die predicta et facta collatione concordat cum originali transumpto." "Registered 
on the day aforesaid, and upon collation being made it agrees with the original." This curious Book, 
from which extracts have been made, and published in the "Irish Quarterly Magazine/' " Notes and 
Queries," and elsewhere, is also deposited in the Exchequer Record Office. 

The error I have above alluded to is of little moment ; but as everything which relates to this 
most curious document is worthy of remark, I trust you will excuse my calling your attention to it. 

As little of the early history of Notaries Public is probably generally known, the following extracts, 
which have been taken from the Epistle Dedicatory to Prynne's fourth Institute, may not prove al- 
together uninteresting. " When the Pope's agents, with some of our Popish prelates, to advance 
their usurped authority and designs, had heretofore introduced a multitude, not only of papal, but 
imperial notaries into the realm of England, who set ijp public offices to attest, register obligations, 
contracts, and some instruments in our kingdom belonging only to our Kings and their offices, as the 
Pope's and Emperor's notaries, to the prejudice of the rights and prerogatives of the imperial crown 
of this realm, King Edward the 2nd issued writs to prohibit any imperial notaries to exercise their 
offices." — " When Sir John de Bourne" (tempore Ed. III.) "presumed to bring a publike notary of 
the Pope's into the Court of Exchequer to make an instrument in a plea there depending, the Barons 
adjudged him to prison." — " After this when the Bishops of Rome by their notaries &c, continued 
to undermine the laws &c, King Richard II. made a severe statute of Praemunire against these 
papal usurpations." — As many notarial certificates still exist in this country, some of which appear 
to have been made in Henry the 8th 's reign, it is probable that public notaries exercised their func- 
tions in Ireland as well as in England up to the time of the Reformation. 

JAMES F. FERGUSON. 

Dublin. 



